
  
 

 

From the desk of Commissioner  

Steven Abrams  

 
Keeping local elections secure  
 
The Board of County Commissioners recently allocated a $910K federal grant to the county 
Supervisor of Elections to strengthen election cybersecurity. The money will be used to 
purchase 1,750 updated iPad minis with the latest Apple security patch on them and to check in 
voters at the polls starting with the November election. 
 
The iPad internet connection is secured by the county’s firewall, which is monitored by 
Homeland Security.  The county works with Homeland Security in keeping the network safe. 
The process has included “cyber war games” where Homeland Security teams have tried to 
hack into the county’s system but were unsuccessful.     
 
Please be assured that our voting process has built in security measures -- votes are made with 
paper ballots; the election equipment is not connected to the internet; and a number of audits 
are performed.  
 
Most importantly, every vote counts, as we have recently witnessed in the Boca Raton election 
where only 32 votes determined the city’s council race.  Get and out vote on November 6! 
 

New rules for abandoned golf courses 
 
For years, Boca Raton residents have complained about the condition of the abandoned Mizner 
Trail Golf Course in Boca Del Mar which has been closed for 13 years.  This is not a unique 
situation. Over the years, golf courses have been shutting down countywide.  
 
The board recently addressed the problem by implementing stricter code enforcement 
regulations. Abandoned golf course owners are now required to maintain the grass at  7 inches 
on the first 25 feet from the property line and 18 inches for the remainder of the property.    
 



Other changes now require that vacant structures with permits are boarded up; boards are 
painted white or a matching exterior color; and interior pest control (not just outside).   
 

Quiet out there!  
 
I am pleased to announce that quiet zones are now in effect along the FEC rail corridor from 
West Palm Beach south through Boca Raton (however, in South Boca Raton if you hear a horn, 
the sound is possibly coming from trains in Deerfield, where the quiet zone is not yet in effect).  
Freight or passenger rail (Brightline) trains are no longer required to routinely blow their horns.    
 
At the same time, I urge everyone (pedestrians, bicyclists, motorists) to stay out of the rail 
corridor at all times except at designated crossings when gates are open.  Unfortunately, there 
have been a number of tragic accidents with people trying to beat the train.  It’s just not worth 
it.   Pay attention and follow the precautionary measures when a train is approaching a 
designated crossing!  
 
 

Turtle talk  
 
The sea turtle nesting season has been very active and will be ending on October 31.  On 
average, about 30,000 nests are deposited on Palm Beach County's beaches and from those, 
approximately 2 million hatchlings emerge. Three species of threatened and endangered sea 
turtles nest in Palm Beach County -- leatherback, loggerhead, and green sea turtles. Juvenile 
turtles can also be found in our local lagoons and intracoastal waterways. 
 
The nests are laid at night and they are typically located above the high tide line and sometimes 
up in the dune vegetation.  It takes about 6 to 8 weeks for the eggs to hatch which is usually at 
night.  The hatchlings head east guided by natural light, waves and magnetic cue to the 
sargassum seaweed beds in the middle of the Atlantic Ocean.  It’s a perilous journey for these 
tiny creatures and many do not survive.   
 
You can help keep our nesting beaches safe for sea turtles by eliminating beachfront lighting, 
keeping interior drapes closed on coastal windows, and turning off any flashlights and cell 
phones while you're on the beach at night. Make sure to keep our beaches free of debris and fill 
in any holes to prevent adults or hatchlings from becoming trapped.  
 
Guided sea turtle walks are offered at several facilities throughout Palm Beach County.  The 
following organizations which are licensed by the state of Florida to offer night-time guided sea 
turtle walks in Palm Beach County.  
 
Gumbo Limbo Nature Center  
www.gumbolimbo.org  
1801 N. Ocean Blvd., Boca Raton (561) 338-1473  

http://www.gumbolimbo.org/


 
Loggerhead Marinelife Center  
www.marinelife.org/  
Loggerhead Park 14200 U.S. 1, Juno Beach (561) 627-8280  
 
John D. MacArthur Beach State  
http://www.macarthurbeach.org  
10900 State Road A1A, North Palm Beach (Singer Island) (561) 624-6952  
 

Help Eradicate Graffiti  
 
The Sheriff’s Office is asking for the public’s assistance in reporting graffiti along on roadways, 
utility poles and boxes, traffic signs, business plaza, perimeter walls, and abandoned businesses 
and homes.  A community’s first step in taking back its streets is getting rid of graffiti.  The 
quicker we can identify and remove graffiti, the less likely there will be a reoccurrence.   
 
If you see graffit in progress, call 911.  For non-emergencies, call 561-688-3400 or email photos 
to graffiti@pbso.org.   
 

BCC Briefs 
 
At the September 18, 2018, Board of County Commissioners meeting, the board took the following action: 

 

Forbes – announced that Palm Beach County was named to Forbes magazine’s list of America’s Best 

Employers. Forbes selected 500 large companies in the U.S. with 5,000 or more employees, and Palm 

Beach County placed No. 243 overall. The county also ranked No. 10 nationally among large government 

services employers. 

 

School security – approved a budget amendment of $223,200 for law enforcement services provided by 

the Palm Beach County Sheriff’s Office to the Palm Beach County School Board. The funding pays for 10 

deputies per day for campus security on days to be designated by the School Board. 

 

Bear’s Club – postponed to October 16 a request by the Bear’s Club to swap an existing conservation 

easement over a 15.54-acre scrub habitat preserve for other fragmented parcels of land within the club’s 

property to accommodate future development of the parcel and provide a one-time contribution of $1 

million to the Natural Areas Fund. 

 

Tourist development – approved on preliminary reading and to advertise for public hearing on October 

16 an ordinance amending the Tourist Development Ordinance to require hosting platforms and booking 

services to verify that a residential unit is registered with the Tax Collector’s Office and has a business tax 

receipt and tourist development tax account prior to advertising a short-term rental. The amendment 

requires short-term rentals to retain certain records and authorizes the Tax Collector’s Office to issue 

administrative subpoenas to obtain records, and provides for civil and administrative penalties. 

 

Project Paper – conceptually approved an ad valorem tax exemption up to $478,873 over a ten-year 

period for Project Paper. The company is considering relocating its Florida-based manufacturing business 

http://www.marinelife.org/
http://www.macarthurbeach.org/
mailto:graffiti@pbso.org


to Belle Glade. The project will invest $33.7 million to purchase land and construct and equip a 400,000-

square-foot facility, creating 40 new jobs over a two-year period and retaining 150 jobs at an annualized 

average wage of $34,999. The estimated five-year local economic impact is $108.5 million. 

 

Workers comp – approved a contract with Walton Lantaff Schroeder & Carson, LLP to provide workers 

compensation litigation defense services for Palm Beach County, Palm Tran, and constitutional officers 

participating in the county’s self-insurance program. The contract is for three years with two one-year 

options at an annual rate of $497,650 plus reasonable costs and expenses not to exceed 3 percent 

($14,929) per year. 

 

TPA – adopted a resolution authorizing the payment of per capita member dues to the Palm Beach 

Transportation Planning Agency (TPA) in the estimated sum of $61,811. Payment to the TPA for 

membership dues will commence on October 31 of each year following the termination of the interlocal 

agreement for staff and services and continue each year thereafter until discontinued by the BCC. 

 

Okeechobee Business District – adopted a resolution initiating the Florida Government Conflict 

Resolution process regarding the challenge to the city of West Palm Beach’s proposed comprehensive 

plan amendment creating the Okeechobee Business District. 

 

Library – approved the Library System’s strategic and long-term plan for FY 2019 through FY 2021. The 

plan represents the Library’s mission statement, goals and objectives, and strategic plan. 

# # # 

 

 


